
 
[From Father Bill McGinty, rector of Good Shepherd and St. John the 
Evangelist, Milford]  
 
On the evening of June 16, the Inaugural Concert of the Good Shepherd Pipe Organ took 
place in Milford. It lasted two hours and was followed by a reception. Some 165 people 
attended. 
 
We were honored by having Mark Laubach as our soloist for the evening. For two hours 
he enthralled, brought wonder, inspired and entertained us with a performance of 
brilliance. With his easy going charm, he brought to a classical music concert a warm 
family atmosphere that captivated his audience and did great service to both Organ and 
church music. 
 
If that was the only thing Mark had done for us, we would forever be in his debt, but he 
has done so much more in recent weeks with helping to voice the new organ and advising 
us at every major crossroads.  Is it not truly inspirational that we have men of this quality 
in our Diocese who know the true meaning of Diocesan Collegiality and practice it with 
such grace?  
 
For Mark and our sister church in Wilkes-Barre to reach out and help grow the Episcopal 
church in Pike County shows a spirit of evangelism and brotherhood that we so 
appreciate. 
 
As an Episcopal Community, we would like to offer our deepest gratitude to the people 
of St. Stephen's and Fr. Gunn for lending us Mark for this important occasion in the 
history of our church. I hope it doesn't sound like too much Irish blarney to tell you what 
you probably know already: You have more than one gem at St.Stephen's. 
 
 
[From Mark Laubach, director of music at St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre] 
 
I'm deeply touched by Fr. Bill's kind words! It was my joy and privilege to be involved in 
this wonderful project upon which the people of Good Shepherd & St. John's 
courageously embarked. Taking these great leaps of faith can be daunting, but they have 
entered into this with faith and fervor.  
 
Saturday's concert was a joyful celebration and great fun for all of us who were there. 
 
I really am humbled by the superlatives Fr. McGinty uses here in referring to me. One of 
my dearest friends has a saying that the problem with being put up on a pedestal is that, 
after a while, the pedestal turns into an obelisk (ouch!). I truly relate to this! I must 
confess that I often find it difficult to handle receptions after my recitals, for this very 
reason. I always feel as though it's the MUSIC that must take center stage, not the 
performer. But over the years I've come to see that recital receptions are for those 
attending, not for the performer. People need an opportunity to say thank you and give 



feedback to the performer in order to complete the cycle of their listening experience. In 
return, it's incumbent upon us performers to receive their thoughts and compliments with 
grace and gratitude - even on those occasions when we feel like we played our worst! 
 
Fr. McGinty and the people of Good Shepherd & St. John's are due hearty 
congratulations on their new pipe organ. May it be a blessing for many generations to 
come as it proclaims God's glory in sound! 
 
 
 
 


